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Overview 
ÅEmployment trends ς local and global 

ÅStocktake of SA natural resource potential  

ÅPicking and supporting possible winners  

ÅMerging resource & economic potential 

ÅExploring forward and backward linkages  



 Employment trends 

Source: GF Liebenberg, 2011 
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Formal Agricultural Employment (Regular & Seasonal) 



 Employment trends 

Source: World Bank, 2011 
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Economically active population in Agriculture 
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General trend observation 
ïThere is a strong correlation between downsizing 

of agricultural labour force and farm consolidation 

ïDeveloped countries with low population growth 
ς absolute decline over the past 50 years as fewer 
farms rely increasingly on labour saving machinery 
due to increasing costs of labour, productivity etc. 

ïLess-developed countries with high population 
growth ς self employment is growing on marginal 
plots 

ïCould these trends be halted or reversed?? 



¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΧΦΦ 
ÅAssumption under Phase I: 
ά!ƭƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŜǘŎΦ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 
I.e. Technical & market opportunities are fully exploited to 
increase more intensive, labour-using agricultural activities 
(e.g. investment in infrastructure, boost demand, enhanced 
trade regimes etc.) 
ÅThree possible areas for expanding employment through 

structural shift: 
ïExpanding irrigation agriculture 
ïBringing under-used land in communal areas and 

under land reform projects back on track 
ïPicking and supporting the winners 



SA NATURAL RESOURCES 





Arable Land Definition 

    According to the FAO( Food and Agricultural 
Organization) arable land  is land that can be 
used for growing crops. It includes all land 
under temporary crops (double-cropped 
areas are counted only once), temporary 
meadows for mowing or pasture, land under 
market and kitchen gardens and land 
temporarily fallow (less than five years) 



 Africa 
Total  

Ang.  Bots.  Mal.  Moz.  SA Tanz.  Zam.  Zim.  

High  161 783  65 895  0 3 445  30 858  136  29 645  28 805  2 135  

Med  82 179  18 878  163  2 398  15 355  6 757  17 587  8 880  13 433  

Low  54 293  8 463  4 868  823  7 088  7 685  12 420  318  12 628  

Total Arable  298 250  93 235  5 030  6 665  53 300  14 578  59 653  39 003  28 195  

H/Total  
arable  

54%  40%  - 2%  19%  0.001
%  

18%  17%  1%  

 

 

SADC  POTENTIAL  ARABLE LAND (000) 



South Africa - Potential Arable land 

Eastern Cape 1,552,063.78 

Free State 3,799,627.49 

Gauteng 608,524.65 

KwaZulu-Natal 2,126,627.19 

Limpopo 2,638,003.93 

Mpumalanga 2,277,172.28 

North West 2,290,526.88 

Western Cape 873,516.71 

SUM TOTAL 16166062.89 
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